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Abstract

This study aims to explore the work-related difficulties and teaching challenges faced by special education
teachers in elementary schools in remote areas. A questionnaire survey was conducted in the remote arecas of
New Taipei City and Taitung County, with a total of 62 participants. Sixty-two questionnaires were distributed, 56
were returned, and the response rate was 90%, with a 100% usable return rate. The research data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics and one-way ANOVA. The results are as follows: The average score for the work-
related difficulties faced by special education teachers in remote elementary schools was 2.89, which indicates
a moderate level of difficulty (not reaching the "partially agree" level). The difficulties were ranked from high

non

to low as follows: "workload," "administrative burden," "professional knowledge," and "school administrative
support." For the "workload" aspect, teachers aged 36-45 were more troubled than those under 25 and those
aged 46-55. Teachers with a professional background in special education and those with teaching experience of
6-15 years were more troubled than those without special education certification or those with less than 3 years
of experience. These are the factors contributing to the "workload" difficulties. Regarding the "administrative
burden," teachers with less than 3 years of special education teaching experience were more troubled than
those with 6-15 years of experience. For the "professional knowledge" aspect, teachers who also served as
special education coordinators were more troubled than those who served as special education staff members.
The average score for teaching difficulties was 2.67, indicating a moderate level of difficulty (not reaching the

non

"partially agree" level). The difficulties were ranked as follows: "difficulty in further education," "curriculum

non "

and teaching," "support systems," and "family cooperation." As for the differences in teaching challenges,

special education teachers in remote elementary schools in New Taipei City reported more difficulties in the



A AR SR =T 6 145

"curriculum and teaching" aspect compared to those in Taitung County.

Keywords: elementary schools in remote areas, special education teachers, working difficulties, teaching

difficulties








