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Abstract

This study used AAC preparation, functional vocabulary, sentence structure and using in
milieu model (AAC-PVSM) to improve the daily communication ability for a low-verbal adult
with severe autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Action research method used in this study. In
data analysis, quantitative data collected on teaching evaluation results, qualitative observation
data collected by researcher, participant and communication partners on different contexts.
After intervention, the functional vocabulary, sentence construction ability and generalization
ability of the participant in three different contexts are improved. The results of this study
showed that AAC-PVSM model is effective in improving daily communication performance
of the participant. This study suggested that preparation stage should adjust in according to
the learning needs of different stages (or contexts) of the participant. In functional vocabulary
and sentence structure stages, visual cues and object feature teaching are effective for the
participant. The successful key of the intervention is communication partner. AAC should
continue to intervene and adopt to a flexible teaching mode with communication needs of the

participant, to increase the communication performance in various daily contexts.

Keywords: adult with autism spectrum disorder, AAC-PVSM Model, functional vocabulary
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