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Abstract

The study aimed to compare language development of 2 adolescents: a student with typical
development adopting speech and a student with cerebral palsy adopting augmentative and
alternative communication (AAC). The study used case study method. The subjects were two
13-year-old male students in the 7th grade of junior high school. The study used Chinese version
of "Language Assessment Tools for students adopting AAC from 3 to 18 years old" to evaluate
the language development of 2 students. The results found that the student with cerebral palsy
and the student with typical development had good performances in common vocabularies of
symbolic language comprehension, accuracy were both above 80%. But in abstract vocabularies,
complex grammar sentences and narratives of symbolic language comprehension, the student
with cerebral palsy had weaker performances than the student with typical development, accuracy
was lower than 50%. Furthermore, the student with cerebral palsy and the student with typical
development had good performances in common vocabularies expression, but the student with
cerebral palsy who adopted AAC had weaker performances in longer sentences, narratives and
dialogue expression than the student with typical development who adopted speech, accuracy
was near 50%. The language assessment tool could reflect the abilities of language development
between students with cerebral palsy and typical development, and could also provide a reference
for setting intervention goals in teaching communication and language with AAC for adolescents

with cerebral palsy.

Keywords: adolescent language development, augmentative and alternative communication,

cerebral palsy



