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K5 RET K~ 6. HELFFKD

Social Support )

ZHRE=—tw -5

Ko 7. 415 R K

Bailey % A (1992) K Bailey i
Simeonsson (1988 ) HYMFFEHERZE I - 1~
i SRR B RER 2 1 A 4 Y & AR R SR EL B
#Hwgs - EE A ECEY R ~ R E TR
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KRB Nt - MEERR R K4 Y
ARG AL 5 T

534N » Gowen » Christy B Sparling (1993)
TEZ ] kR A TR K " R R AV A5
FHL - KRPH R E TR K EEZ RS 7
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Abstract

Family-centered services for supporting children with special needs emphasize support
for their families. When families’ unique needs in caring for their children with
special needs are met, the families provide improved care for these children. In this
study, a family needs survey, developed from the perspective of the main caregiver,
was employed to gain an understanding of the needs of the families of children with
special needs and, through this understanding, to evaluate the quality of current early
intervention services. The participants of this study were families with children with
special needs who were aged between 0 and 6 years. A review of the research methods
employed in the literature was used to construct the family needs survey. The validity
of the contents was established, and a reliability test ensured the reliability of the
survey. The needs survey included four subscales: informational needs, economic
needs, familial and social support needs, and professional support needs. The survey
was distributed online, and 892 valid samples were collected. The results indicated that
the need for information was the highest, followed by the need for family and social
support. Further analysis revealed that most families required additional information
regarding the development of children with special needs as well as the parenting skills
required to raise the child. Moreover, most families expressed hope that their social
environment would become more inclusive. In addition, although nearly half of the
included children had received early intervention services cover by national health
insurance system, however under the service, families in current study were reported not
having their familial and social needs met. The researcher proposes that family-centered

early intervention be practiced regardless of whether the child has undergone any other
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early intervention. Early intervention can improve outcomes only when families’ needs

are met.
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