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Abstract

There were few studies on using augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) or
social skills for intervene of adults with severe autism spectrum disorders (ASD), and there was
no research that combines these two. There was no evidence-based protocol for social intervention
for adults with severe ASD using AAC. The study attempted to use AAC preparation, functional
vocabulary, sentence structure and using in milieu model (PVSM model) with TEACCH approach
teaching orientation to improve the social participation of adults with severe ASD who have low
oral expression ability. This research used case study method, it collected quantitative data on
target behaviors of the participant in the course and qualitative data on course observations and
analyzed the intervention effect of the study through analysis, induction, and participation model
perspectives. The study results showed that the method proposed in the study could improve the
participation in social communication activities of the adults with low oral expression ability
and severe ASD. In terms of ability generalization to natural situation application, environmental
adjustments and the gradual removal of support were helpful in the generalization process of
participants. Visual prompting strategies assisted participants’ learning during each stage of
teaching in AAC-PVSM model. It is recommended that practitioners use TEACCH teaching
strategies and include communication partners and environmental support in future interventions.
It is also recommended for future study that teaching of social communication activities required
for adults with severe ASD should be developed systematically, and the AAC attitudes of primary

caregivers or other facilitators should be improved. The study hopes that more research will be
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conducted for social participation of adults with ASD who use AAC in the future.

Keywords: adult with autism spectrum disorder, AAC-PVSM model, TEACCH, participation

model, social communication activity



