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A Study on Professional Growth Needs of Special
Education Diagnosticians in Kaohsiung City

Ming-Chuan Wang Ya-Wen Chang
Associate Professor, Teacher,
Department of Special Education, Qiaotou National High School,
National Taitung University, Kaohsiung City

Director of Special Education Center

Abstract

This study intended to explore the involvement of special education diagnosticians on
assessing students with special needs, problems they encountered, and their needs on profes-
sional growth. The survey was investigated by formal special education teachers in 2016 aca-
demic year for the elementary and junior high school in Kaohsiung City. A adaptation ques-
tionnaire was used in this study. 386 questionnaires were sent. 320 valid questionnaires were
recovered, with the valid recovery rate of 82.9%. The obtained data were processed via de-
scriptive statistics, t-test, one-way ANOVA and Pearson Product-Moment Correlation analy-
sis.

The major findings were as follows:

1. The most and least frequently involved assessment activities by special education diagnos-
ticians were “implementing of Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Fourth Edition
(WISC-IV)” and “assessing students with physical disabilities”.

2. The participation in assessment which was judged by the special education diagnosticians
would significantly differ from “the type of the teaching class” , “year of being a diagnos-
tician” and “category of diagnostic stage”.

3. The extent to diagnostician problems encountered while engaging in assessing students
with special needs might be significantly differ from “ age” and “class type”.

4. The extent to diagnostician professional growth needs might be significantly differ from
“age”, “total year of teaching” and “year of being a diagnostician”.

5. There were significant negative correlation between the participation and the difficulties in

assessment; There were significant negative correlation between the participation and
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some needs of the professional knowledge in assessment; There were apparent positive
correlation among the difficulties and the needs of the professional knowledge in assess-
ment.

Based on the findings, recommend ideas for future practice were discussed.

Keywords : special education diagnosticians, professional growth needs.
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