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The Study of Validity in Language Sampling indi-
cators for Chinese Children in Guangzhou

Li She Chih-Kang Yang Yung-Kun Liao  Yi-Shan Chu

National Dong Hwa University
Abstract

The aims of this study were based on the requirements of "3 ~ 6-year-old Chinese chil-
dren's language sample collection manual" to collected the spoken language of seven typical
children in Guangzhou for their conversation dialogue, interactive game, and story restate-
ment. In order to understand the validity of the Chinese children’s language sampling indica-
tors, the researchers used Assist Clan2.2jar program and Clan system to analysis total number
of character, total number of words, mean length of utterance-character, mean length of ut-
terance-word, type-token ratio-character, type-token ratio-word, mean length of utterance-
character of the most long five sentences, mean length of utterance-character of the most
long five sentences of 100 sentences, 150 sentences, 200 sentences with the whole language
sampling, after the completion of the language sampling transcription. The results of the
study were as the follows:

1.In general, the more sentences, the language indicator results were closer to the overall
results. In the oral indicators, when the sentences increased, the indicators would vary
in the range and trends. The variation from small to large was MLUS-c and MLUS5-w,

TTR-c and TTR-w, MLU-c and MLU-w, TNC and TNW respectively. After the increase

the numbers of the sentence, the total number of words/ character were increased. The

type-token ratio and mean length of utterance was decreased slightly.

2.Based on the different language sampling conditions, the ratio of real words to function-
al words was 8: 2; the distribution of the word class was consistent with the increment
of the sentences; the forefront of the word class lists was verbs and nouns, and followed
by auxiliary words, adverbs, pronouns; the class of other words was the least.

3.In the perspective of high frequency words, when the number of sentences increased, the

high frequency words in frequency and word class would also increase.

Keywords: Chinese children, language sample analysis, validity
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