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A Study on the Open Policies and the I ssues of Individual Univer sity
Admissionsfor Physically Handicapped Sudentsin Japan

Hsa-Mei Ho
Doctoral Program of Disability Sciences, University of Tsukuba

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the actual condition and problems facing special aid for
university admissions for handicapped students in Japan by showing acceptance rate and special aid
statistics for individual university admissions for physically handicapped students in Japan, and,
investigating the factor of problems through actual analysis of the system of university entrance
examination in Japan.

According to the problems which have been indicated by previous studies there exist some
problems regarding restriction of university admissions for physically handicapped students. These
studies demonstrated the actual condition and the problems related to the preceding issues. As aresullt,
the investigation revealed that the categorization of acceptance rates for physically handicapped
students is concentrated on afew categorizations; the visually impaired, the hearing impaired and the
physically impaired. Following the preceding categorizations are the physically weak and delicate
impaired. However, which respect to the total number of universities that accept physically
handicapped students, the total number does not constitute half the total number of universitiesin
Japan. It is assumed that the factor causing such low numbersiis attributed to the system by which
each university is permitted to perform university admissions individually and the nonexistence of

laws to enforce universities to maintain fixed number of physically handicapped students.

Keywords : physically handicapped students, individual university admissions, Japan



