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The Effects of Discrete Trial Teaching on the Topical Conversation Behaviors of a
Junior High School Sudent with Autism

Hsiang-Chin Yao Hua Feng

Taichung Municipal Chung-Ming Senior High School National Changhua University of Educaiton

Abstract

The purpose of the study is to investigate the effects of Discrete Trial Teaching on learning the
Topical Conversation Behaviors on the following three topics: Eating McDonald's, Taking public
transportation and Buying snacks and generalization of a junior high school student with autism.
The participant is an eighth-grade  student with autism in the Special Education Class in Taichung
City. The multiple probe across behaviors of the single subject design is used in this study. The
independent variable is the Discrete Trail Teaching of Topical Conversation, and the dependent
variables are the learning effects of Topical Conversation Behaviors, the generalized effects of
different speakers, the changes of the concentration behaviors, the results of the teachers and peers
interview, and other changes of the behaviors. The results are asfollows:

1.Discrete Trial Teaching has the positive effects on improving the Topical Conversation
Behaviors of the junior high school student with autism. The correct rates of the student’s
answers and inquiries are raised.

2.Discrete Trial Teaching can improve the generalized effects on the Topical Conversation
Behaviors of the junior high school student with autism (generalize to different speakers).

3.Discrete Tria Teaching has the positive effects on improving the concentration behaviors of the
junior high school student with autism.

4.The teachers and peers have positive attitude toward the effects of Discrete Trial Teaching on the
Topical Conversation Behaviors of the junior high school student with autism.

5.Discrete Trial Teaching has positive impacts on the social interaction, language and fixed

behaviors of the junior high school student with autism.

Keywords : autism, discretetrial teaching, topical conversation



