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Play in Children with Autism, Children
with Mental Retardation, and
Their Non-Handicapped Peers

Shin-Tsyr Huw
National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The Purposes of this study are to explore the repertoire of play behaviors during free play and
elicited substitute play in children with autism, children with mental retardation and their non-
handicapped peers. The subjects with verbal comprehension age 30-35 months, measured by
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-Rivised. They were observed in free play for 5 minutes, and then
were tested in 4 conditions to elicit substitute play. The strategies, verbal direction, verbal prompt
and visual prompt were used to elicit substitute play. All sessions were videotaped and then
analyzed by an independent assist.

The analysis revealed the following main findings:

1.Compared with the play development in typical children and mentally retarded children, the
autistic children delayed.

2.The subjects of three groups could successfully be elicited among substitute play.

3.1t is the same results with other studies by executive-functions-deficits scholars that the
subjects of autistic groups could successfully be elicited among substitute play,

4.Verbal prompt and visual prompt were not significantally different to elicit substitute play
for children with autism and their non-handicapped peers. but not for, children with mental

retardation..

Key words : autism, play



