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A Study on Speech-Language Pathologists and
Special Education Teachers’ Perspectives

on a Communication Strategy Model
for Nonverbal Children

Yi-tun Tzeng
National Tainan Teachers College

This study is the second study of a series of study. At first, the researcher mailed one
videotape of children with nonverbal abilities to four speech-language pathologists (SLP) and two
special education teachers (SET). Then, according to the protocol, the researcher interviewed the
above persons on communication strategies of the communication interaction process that they used
for teaching nonverbal children. The interview data was analyzed qualitatively. Results of this
study contain the following eight items: (1) attending to and observe children’s communication
needs, (2) guessing method, (3) the ratio and proof requirement for “guessing right”, (4) application
of the communication strategies, (5) the acquisition of communication strategies, (6) perspectives
on the construction of the “communication strategy process model figure”, (7) the importance of
parents’ participation in the communication trainings, and (8) the level of the needs for the
professional team. The research results showed that the communication strategy the SLP use could

be a complementary to the SET.

Key words: communication strategy model, nonverbal children, speech-language pathologist,

and special education teachers



