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An 1nvestigation of Recreational Activities of junior high
school
An 1nvestigation of Recreational Activities of junior high
school
students with hearing impairment in the central area of Taiwan
Abstract

The purpose of this study 1s to understand the current
situation, motivation, and the factors that influence the
recreational activities of junior high school students with
hearing impairments (deaf students). It also makes a comparison
of differences between the recreational activities of students
from the hearing challenged class with students from the school
of deaf. This study uses first, second, and third year students
(grades 7, 8, and 9 students) of the hearing challenged classes
from Xiang-shang Junior High School (City of Taichung), Feng-
dong Junior High School (County of Taichung), Changhua Junior
High School (City of Changhua), Ming-lun Junior High School
(County of Changhua), Xu-guang Junior High School (County of
Nantu), and Junior High Divisions from central Taiwan’ s Schools
of Deaf as a sample population. Using “Central Taiwan s junior
high school student recreational activity survey as a tool and
a sample population of 100, information analysis 1s done using
statistic methods such t-test, and ANOVA. This combined research
study reports the following:

More male students than female students are found in the

sample used in this research. The sample contains mostly
third year (grade 9) students; most of the students in the
sample have severe hearing 1mpairments and belong to
families with lower social status.

The five recreational activities that junior high hearing

mmpaired students most frequently participate 1n are:
watching television, riding bicycle, reading the newspaper,

1



helping with housework, and playing sports (or activities
with balls). The five recreational activities that the
junior high hearing challenged students wish most to
participate 1n are: watching television, riding bicycle,
helping with housework, playing on a personal computer and
going to the bookstore.

There are significant differences among the recreational

activities participated 1in by the junior high hearing
impaired students of opposite sexes.But there are no
significant differences among the males and the females of
the sample population 1in the recreational activities that
they desired to participate 1n.

Among the different grades and levels of social status,

there are no significant differences in the activities that
the junior high hearing 1mpaired students actively
participated 1n, nor are there significant differences in
the activities they desired to participate 1n.

The top five motivating factors for Central Taiwan s

hearing challenged students’ participation in recreational
activities are:
Allow me to get to know more friends
Make me feel physically relaxed and comfortable
Allow me to be physically healthier
Allow me broaden my knowledge
Allow me to build up my self confidence
There are no significant differences i1n the motives for
participating 1n recreational activities among the
opposite sexes, the different grades and the different
levels of social status of the junior high hearing
impaired students.

The important factors that influence Central Taiwan s



hearing impaired students’ participation in recreational
activities starting with the most influential are: interest,
energy, health condition, time, and family support. There
are no significant differences in the factors that influence
participation 1n recreational activities among the opposite
sexes, the different grades and the different levels of
social status of the junior high hearing impaired students.

The differences between students from schools for the

deaf and students from junior high hearing challenged
classes’ participation in different activities are found in
“entertainment activities  and “social activities,  but
there are no significant differences in the activities that
they desired to participate 1n, the motivating factors and
the factors that 1influence their participation 1n
recreational activities.



