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Study of Expectations of Social Workers’ Services Perceived by Family Members of
Sexually Abused Victims with Intellectual Disabilities

Wen-Ying Liou

Associate Professor, Department of Education, National Chiayi University

Abstract

People with intellectual disabilities (ID) are at high-risk for being sexually abused. Whenever sexual abuse
happened, the victim' s family members would contact with social workers working in the Sexual Assault Prevention
Center, after the disclosure of the abuse. The purpose of this study was to explore the expectations of social workers’
services perceived by 14 family members of victims with ID, employing a qualitative method of individual interviews
to collect data. The results showed the expectations on social workers”  psychological supporter role included: (1) The
social worker in charge of the case victim with ID would not change; (2) Social workers’ professional skills on
dealing with sexual abuse cases needed to be improved. The expectations on social workers”  financial supporter role
included: (1) Get more opportunities of occupational training and placement for people with ID; and (2) Increase the
financial subsidy to victims’ family. The expectations on social workers’ resource broker role included: (1) Provide
the referral to private association of victim service; (2) Make the service connections of counseling and consultant
about law to the victims'  family; and (3) Make the service connections of institutions for people with ID to the

victims'  family.

Keywords: intellectual disabilities, sexual abuse, social worker, victim’s family members
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