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A Research On Early Childhood Inclusion: Social Interaction, Teaching And Curricula

Ya-Li Cheng Dong-Chyr Ho
Assistant Professor, Department of Professor, Department of Early
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Tzu Chi University Chaoyang University of Technology
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine early childhood inclusive education. A researcher-made questionnaire
was conducted to examine how inclusive early childhood education teachers viewed the social interaction of young
children with special needs and teachers’ teaching and curricula. The total subjects were 120 kindergarten teachers
whose class had young children with special needs. Furthermore, a qualitative research method was used, including
some participant observations and interviews with teachers/parent. A descriptive analysis was used to survey the
inclusive quality. In addition, some ANOVA analyses and the related post hoc analyses were used to investigate the
differences between groups of teachers. The instrument of this study was five-point Likert’s scale questionnaire,
included 35 items. These items were divided into 5 dimensions, including peer interaction, teacher-child interaction,
parent-teacher interaction, teaching and curricula. The results as followings:

1. The teachers whose class had young children with special needs ranked that the social environment of young
children with special needs was moderately positive. The results showed teacher-parent interaction was scored
higher than teacher-child interaction and peer interaction. The peer and teacher-child interactions were
common, however the duration was short. In addition, parent was expected to increase her participation.

2. The teachers of this study held a moderately positive perception toward their teachers  teaching and curricula.
Teachers had some difficulties making adjustments in inclusive curricula and teaching strategies.

3. There was a significant difference between teachers from Northern Taiwan and teachers from Southern Taiwan in

the dimension of teacher’s teaching.

Keywords: early childhood educator, inclusive education, kindergarten, social interaction, young children with special

needs, curriculum and teaching
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