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A Study on the Effects of Cooperative Learning and
Self-instruction on the Reading Comprehension of
Hearing-impaired Children

Yu-Hsiang Lu Ching-1 Hong
Keelung Municipal Anle Department of Special Education
Elementary School National Dong Hwa University
Abstract

The objective of this study is to compare the effects of cooperative learning and self-instruction
on the reading comprehension of hearing-impaired children. This study used the alternative treatment
design of the single subject design. The subjects were two hearing-impaired children, and received
“Reading Comprehension Test” developed by this study for four times at the baseline stage, fifteen
times at the comparison stage, and five times at the final stage. The test results were analyzed by
visual analysis and C statistics to compare the effects of cooperative learning and self-instruction on
the reading comprehension. “Chinese Reading Comprehension Test” was applied before and after the
teaching, thus, to use the standardized test to understand the improvement of the reading
comprehension on the subjects objectively.

The results are as the following:

1. Both cooperative learning and self-instruction have positive teaching effects on the reading
comprehension of hearing-impaired children.

2. Cooperative learning has better effect than self-instruction on the reading comprehension of
hearing-impaired children.

3. The hearing-impaired children showed improvements on all four item vectors of the reading
comprehension test developed by this study.

4. The hearing-impaired children showed improvements on the “Chinese Reading Comprehension
Test” after cooperative learning and self-instruction.

Keywords: cooperative learning and self-instruction, hearing impairment, reading
comprehension
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