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The Effects of Reciprocal Teaching on Reading Comprehension of
Primary School Students with Learning Disabilities
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of reciprocal teaching on reading
comprehension of elementary school students with learning disabilities. The subjects were two fifth-
graders with learning disabilities at an elementary school in Hualien County. Self-designed reading
comprehension test was used to proceed 10-week long teaching experiment. The study adopted the
changing criterion design of single subject research. The independent variable in the study was reading
comprehension strategy teaching. The dependent variable was the performance on the reading
comprehension test, the frequency of reading comprehension strategies, the degree of feeling on
reading comprehension strategies. The data were analyzed through visual inspection, C statistic and
histogram. The findings of this study were listed as following:

1. Reciprocal teaching had a significantly immediate effect on improving the student test scores. After
withdrawing Reciprocal Teaching, the effectiveness was not reserved.

2. After the intervention of reciprocal teaching, in content analysis, students had good performance on
“vocabulary comprehension” category.

3. The observed strategies were used less frequently by the subjects at the end than at the beginning of
the intervention. During the reservation period, the frequency of using the strategies was increased
which indicated that after withdrawal of reciprocal teaching, the subjects were willing to use reading
comprehension strategies to help themselves in reading.

Key Words: Reciprocal teaching method, reading comprehension strategy, LD
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