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A Study on the Privatization of Taiwan’s National
Special Education Schools

Fu-ting Huang

Assistant Professor, Special Education Department of National Taitung University
Abstract

This research aimed to study in 3 domains, i.e., legislation, attitudes, and execution, on
the relevant issues about the privatization of Taiwan’s special education schools (PTSES).
The major findings are as follows:

1. Legislation:

(1)The law for privatization of special education schools (LPSES) should contain a
perfect system design.

(2)The LPSES must protect teachers’ right to works.

(3)The LPSES should contain detailed, feasible, and reasonable evaluation, operation
supervision, and accounting examination systems.

2. Attitudes:

The opinions of teachers in national special education schools towards the PTSES were
as follows:

(1)Most of the teachers possessed negative attitudes towards the PTSES.

(2)Almost all of the teachers considered the PTSES not suitable for Taiwan’s special
education field.

(3)The PTSES in Taiwan could help the government reduce financial expenditure,
improve educational efficacy, better the positive competition among the PTSES schools and
the traditional public schools. But, the school managers of the PTSES might focus on income
benefits and therefore to increase the schools fees, or even to employ the substitute teachers
instead. As a result, the students’ educational rights were hereby sacrificed.

(4)The reason why the government determined to implement the PTSES was mainly
for reducing the financial pressure of special education, and by the way to promote the in-
structional quality of special education.

(5)The teachers interviewed clearly admitted that the PTSES was a trend, and not
avoidable.

(6)Most teachers thought that the PTSES couldn’t improve the current ecology of
Taiwan’s special education field.

(7)Most of the teachers expressed that the PTSES was not useful for improving the
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service quality of the present special education schools at all.

(8)The PTSES might produce some problems and impacts, including unsuccessful ze-
ro-reject, excluded low socio-economic students, higher teacher pressures, unprotected
teachers’ right and welfare.

(9)Most teachers maintained conservative attitudes towards the possibility that the
PTSES could improve the accountability of the special education schools.

(10)Whether the PTSES could provide more school choices for the parents or not, the
interviewed possessed both positive and negative attitudes.

(11)Most teachers thought that it might be pretty hard to maintain, after the PTSES,
the rationality and the equality of school fees.

(12)At what conditions could the PTSES be implemented? Most teachers indicated
that it could be done when the special education schools were unable to enroll enough stu-
dents or their education efficacy revealed extremely under average.

(13)While considering who had the right to the decide implementing the PTSES, most
teachers emphasized that it’s very important to respect the opinions of the parents, the stu-
dents, and the teachers.

(14)The decision procedure of the PTSES should be made through the public hearing
by the parents, the teachers, the students, and the experts, so as to provide more communica-
tions for the consensus.

(15)Most teachers denied that the responsibility, for special education, of the gov-
ernment could be reduced after the PTSES.

(16)How to make the teachers support the PTSES? Most teachers revealed strong op-
position against this issue.

(17)The interviewed believed that the managers of the privatized special education
schools would focus on nothing but income benefits. The government might offer some tax
discount in order to attract the enterprises. But, on the other hand, the special education field
seemed not able to give them enough benefits in short time. Thus it could be very hard to
achieve attracting the enterprises to join the PTSES.

(18)The teachers’ background of professional education seemed to be a critical factor
affecting their attitudes toward the PTSES.

3. Execution:

(1)For the sake of last failure of PTSES in 2004, the government might authorize
higher priority for private non-profit groups, instead of national special education schools, to
operate the PTSES.

(2)The government could partly experiment the PTSES at some schools first, and then
try to develop feasible, reasonable, and detailed strategies and processes for implementing the
PTSES.

Keywords: Special Education, Education Privatization





