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Communicative Functions on Unconventional
Spoken Language : A Case Study for the Pre-
schoolers with High-Functioning Autism

Chih-Chu Liu Pi-Ming Liang
Special Education Teacher Assistant Professor
Hualien Special Education Center Department of Special Education

National Dong Hwa University
Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to investigate the communicative functions of un-
conventional spoken language for two preschoolers with high-functioning autism. This re-
search applied the case study method and collected data through observation, functional as-
sessment, and interview to understand the children’s spoken language, communicative func-
tions, and the factors which influenced the occurrence of unconventional spoken language.
The results were as followed: 1. Both children with high-functioning autism showed a ratio of
7:3 between the normal and the unconventional spoken language. 2. The communicative
functions of the overall unconventional spoken language were “turn-talking” and “attention
getting”. 3. The factors influencing the occurrence of unconventional spoken language were
(1) the children’s personal characteristics including language ability, intelligence, attention,
interacting strategies, emotion management skills, and (2) the environmental reasons includ-
ing curriculum content, teaching model, learning partner, and the way of interaction between

the adult and the children.

Keywords : high-functioning autism, unconventional spoken language, immediate echolalia, metaphorical
language, repetitive questioning, communicative function
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