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The Effect of Social Story Instruction on Improving
the Classroom Interaction for a Student with
Mild Mental Retardation

Chih-Han Lee Huei-Mei Wei
Doctoral Student, Associate Professor,
Dept. of Special Education, Dept. of Education,
National University of Tainan National Kaohsiung Normal University
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to improve the effects of social story instruction on classroom
interaction for a fourth grader of primary school student with mild mental retardation. A single-subject
multiple-baseline across behaviors design was used in this study. The study includes baseline,
intervention and maintenance periods and it was held for a period of 9 weeks. The independent variable
was social story instruction for researcher's observation in classroom. The dependent variables involved
three classroom interaction behaviors, which include : (1)focusing on the teaching materials ; (2)obeying
the teacher’s instruction ; (3)raising hand to express ideas. The treatment maintained for 9 weeks, five
sessions per week and twenty minutes for each social story instruction. Data collected were analyzed by
using visual inspection techniques and interview with teacher, classmate and the subject. The feedback
was collected as a basis for social validity. The results of this study were summarized as follows:
1.Social story instruction could improve the ability of focusing on the teaching materials of the student
with mild mental retardation.

2.Social story instruction could improve the ability of obeying the instruction of the student with mild
mental retardation.

3.Social story instruction could increase the frequency of raising hands in classroom of the student with
mild mental retardation.

4.Social story instruction could improve the student with mild mental retardation on social relationship.

5.Social story instruction with drawing description can promote learning behaviors.

Finally, this research provided some recommendations for teaching strategies and for the further

research.

Key words: social story, mild mental retardation, classroom interaction





